Group 4: Experimental Sciences
Design Technology SL / HL
Design technology is concerned with acquiring and using technological knowledge to make people’s lives easier and more rewarding. Technological knowledge is developed through design and the design process is explored thoroughly throughout the course. Design and Technology is multidisciplinary and dovetails very neatly into the IB ethos of a wide ranging yet interrelated curriculum. It is also an international endeavour in the respect that to work effectively, ideas and technological developments have to be shared and are enhanced through collaboration. Therefore the Design technology course emphasises creativity, innovation, open-mindedness and freedom of thought. Consequently, through the continued application of planning, researching, developing, making and evaluating skills the students are encouraged to create better products and thereby enhance people’s lives.
IB Design technology employs a wider range of mathematical skills and a more data dependent technique than at A Level, however the broader curriculum studied at IB ably supports this approach.  This course aims to provide the student with opportunities to experience 
· the collection of data from many sources
· a deep understanding of the design process
· innovation and creativity in the suggestion of outcomes
· modelling skills (graphical and three-dimensional)
· manipulative skills and personal skills. 


Core Topics include:

Design process, Product innovation, Green design, Materials, Product development, Product design, Evaluation.  All students also study CAD/CAM.

As part of the course all students spend a significant amount of time doing experimental work.  An important and extremely enjoyable part of this is the Group 4 project, which involves the exchange of ideas with other science students on a project of the students’ choice.

Assessment:

External	64% from 3 examinations
Internal	18% - from 4 (SL) or 5 (HL) internal assessment projects and a Group 4 project
18% - Design project (students own choice).
