Group 5 Mathematics

Mathematical Studies (SL)

The Mathematical Studies course, available in standard level only, is for students with varied backgrounds and abilities. This course consolidates and builds on the fundamental skills learnt at GCSE, and is designed to build confidence and encourage an appreciation of Mathematics in students who do not anticipate a need for Mathematics in their future studies. 

Core Curriculum
The course concentrates on Mathematics that can be applied to contexts related to other subjects being studied and common real-world occurrences:
· Introduction to the graphic display calculator
· Number and algebra
· Sets, logic and probability
· Functions
· Geometry and trigonometry
· Statistics
· Introductory differential calculus 
· Financial mathematics

In addition, students must produce a project—a piece of written work based on personal research, guided and supervised by the teacher. The project provides an opportunity for students to carry out a mathematical investigation in the context of another course being studied or another interest, using skills learned before and during the course. 

The nature of Mathematical Studies means that less formal, shared learning techniques can be more stimulating and rewarding for students. Lessons will use an inquiry-based approach, starting with practical investigations where possible, followed by analysis of results and leading to the understanding of a mathematical principle and its formulation into mathematical language.

Assessment

External:	80% from 2 examinations
Internal: 	20% from the project 
