Group 6: The Arts
Visual Art SL & HL
The impulse to make art is common to all people. From earliest times, human beings have displayed a fundamental need to create and communicate personal and cultural meaning through art.  Visual arts continually create new possibilities and can challenge traditional boundaries. This is evident both in the way we make art and in the way we understand what artists from around the world do. Theory and practice in visual arts are dynamic, ever changing and connect many areas of study and human experience through individual and collaborative production and interpretation.

The IB visual arts course enables students to engage in both practical exploration and artistic production, and in independent contextual, visual and critical investigation.  The Higher Level course is designed to enable students to study visual arts in higher education and whilst the Standard Level course welcomes those students who seek life enrichment through visual arts.

Core Curriculum 
The practical work will be based on exploring many different media including different types of drawing, digital photography, painting in watercolour, acrylic and oil, printmaking, and pottery. Alongside this practical exploration students will be studying aspects of European art history, reflecting on the process of learning and they will have the option of investigating a topic of special interest.
The Higher Level course covers a broader range and more contemporary subject matter both in research and creative lessons.
All students will need to relate their study of visual art to relevant aspects of the theory of knowledge (TOK), reflecting on the process of learning in this subject area; and making connections with other academic areas.
Assessment
Students are assessed on both studio and investigative work.  
Studio work involves practical exploration and artistic production, so an enjoyment of drawing and investigating different media is important.  
Investigation work involves independent contextual, visual and critical investigation and reflection, both visual and written. This will relate to the study of art history, so students need to have an interest in how and why art has changed over the years. 

