
Group 1: Language A1

English Literature SL & HL


If you resist reading what you disagree with, how will you ever acquire deeper insights into what you believe?  The things most worth reading are precisely those that challenge our convictions.

Course Description 
In this English literature course we will provide the students with the opportunity to study some of the greatest works of Literature from around the world. The course will cover the key genres of novels, short stories, poetry, non-fiction journals, graphic novels, speeches, as well as a range of dramatic texts. At the heart of this course we will strive to inspire a love of reading in tandem with developing the students’ critical skills to explore issues and themes of truly universal significance. 

Students at both levels (HL/SL) will be encouraged to be independent critical readers; to inquire and express themselves with clarity, coherence and with confidence. The course demands a range of skills to be executed with assurance, such as oral presentations, discussion, written commentaries, drama in performance and academic writing.

Studying English is crucial as you will develop analytical skills and develop your ability to communicate clearly, in writing and orally.  The HL course is particularly suitable for those students who wish to study Literature at University, whilst the skills gained through the SL course will help you to do well in other subject areas and are applicable to all careers.   

Course Structure:
The course is divided into four parts over two years 
· Part I World Literature: 3 Texts HL/ 2 texts SL
· Part II Detailed Study: Oral commentary: 3 texts HL/ 2 texts SL
· Part III Genre Study: Drama: 4 texts HL/3 SL
· Part IV School's Free Choice: 3 texts both HL/SL

Core texts: The students will study a variety of challenging and exciting literature from Shakespeare, Albert Camus, Joseph Conrad and Philip Larkin through to graphic novels by Art Speigleman.

Assessment
External	70% from 2 exam papers and 1 externally marked essay. 
Internal	30% from 2 oral exercises, which will be embedded into the course.		   

