Group 2: Second Language
Modern Foreign Languages: Ab initio, Standard and Higher Level
In today’s increasingly globalised society, language skills are becoming more and more important.  Companies take a high view of multi-lingual staff; having linguistic competence in another language undoubtedly gives a student the edge as far as employers are concerned.  However, apart from the career prospects, learning a language is a highly rewarding experience which provides the linguistic and cultural awareness to get by in a foreign country.
The IB Modern Language courses provide students with the opportunity to acquire or develop an additional language and to promote an understanding of other cultures through the study of language. The course allows students to access the target language by studying it as a beginner at ab initio level, or as someone with prior experience of the language.  The standard and higher courses are both demanding and rewarding, and  are designed for students who possess a degree of knowledge and experience in the target language. 
Ab initio 
The Ab initio course is suitable both for students with no previous knowledge of the language, or for students who have acquired some understanding of the language.  Over the two years of study, basic linguistic skills are developed to enable competence in day-to-day situations using the foreign language at home or abroad.  Topics covered include: The Individual, Education and work, Town and services, Food and drink, Leisure and travel, The Environment, and Health  Issues.
Standard Level
Standard Level is for those students who have already studied the language and who wish to develop their skills beyond basic level.  Students should have achieved a minimum of a C grade at GCSE in the target language to access this course.
Higher Level
The Higher Level course develops linguistic competence to a high level, enabling discussion of complex issues in the foreign language.  Students are expected to study two works of literature during the course.  It is intended for those students who plan on a career which requires language skills, or for those wishing to continue their language studies at a higher level.  Students should have achieved a minimum of a B grade at GCSE in the target language to access this course.
The grid below shows which levels are available in each of the languages offered:
	
	Ab initio
	Standard Level
	Higher Level

	French
	
	
	

	Spanish
	
	
	

	German
	
	
	



These courses are offered subject to demand on a year-to-year basis.  The Sixth Form Centre reserves the right not to offer a course in any one year if there is insufficient demand.

Assessment
External	70%  from 2 papers, which test reading and writing skills
Internal		30% from 2 interactive oral exercises 
