Group 3: Individuals and Societies

History HL & SL

History is more than the study of the past. It is the process of recording, reconstructing and interpreting the past through the investigation of a variety of evidence. It is a discipline that gives people an understanding of themselves and others in relation to the world, both past and present. It is an exploratory subject that poses questions without providing definitive answers. A study of History both requires and develops an individual’s understanding of, and empathy for, people living in other periods and contexts.

Diploma Programme History consists of a core syllabus comprising an in-depth study of an individual prescribed subject and the selection of two topics. Students study the major developments of 20th Century World History. Higher Level students also study an in-depth topic over a wider time span.  The Higher Level course is particularly suitable for those students who wish to study History or Law at university, though History at either level will enhance your analytical skills, develop your communication skills and equip you with a variety of skills which many universities and employers value highly.

The international perspective in Diploma Programme History provides a sound platform for the promotion of international understanding and, inherently, the intercultural awareness necessary to prepare students for global citizenship. Above all, it helps to foster respect and understanding of people and events in a variety of cultures throughout the world.

Core topics include:
· The causes, practices and consequences of both the First and Second World Wars.
· The Civil Wars of China, Russia and Spain. The conflicts of Korea, Vietnam and the Falklands.
· Democratic states: Britain and the USA. 
· The origins and development of authoritarian and single-party states, Germany, China and Italy.
· Aspects of Russian History 
Assessment:
External
· Paper 1 (4 short answered/structured questions) – (20% HL & 30% SL)
· Paper 2 (2 extended response questions) – (25% HL and 45% SL)
· Paper 3 (3 extended response questions) – (HL 35%)
Internal
· Historical Investigation on any part of the syllabus (20% HL & 25% SL)
