Group 3: Individuals and Societies

Psychology HL & SL
Psychology can be defined as the scientific study of the behaviour, thoughts and feelings of humans and non-human animals.
Like all sciences psychology has the overall aim of improving the world that we live in and experience. Psychology is gaining an understanding of factors that impact on behaviour and will give an understanding useful for individuals trying to live fulfilling lives, and will be increasingly important in society. It has been a huge growth area in education because people need this knowledge and psychology plays a key role in many careers.  
The IB psychology course aims to develop an awareness of how research findings can be applied to better understand human behaviour and how ethical practices are upheld in psychological inquiry. Students learn to understand the biological, cognitive and sociocultural influences on human behaviour and explore alternative explanations of behaviour. They also understand and use diverse methods of psychological inquiry.

Core Curriculum
All students study the biological, cognitive and sociocultural levels of analysis, and at Higher Level course also includes qualitative research in psychology.  The course also includes several optional topics, such as abnormal psychology, developmental psychology, health psychology, psychology of human relationships and sport psychology.

The final part of the course is an experimental study; this is an enjoyable and stimulating piece of work which requires the student to choose a topic of interest, develop their aim and materials and then collect data which is displayed and discussed.  A professional report in the style of psychology journals is produced.

Assessment
External	Higher Level: 3 written exams worth 80% of the overall marks. 
Standard Level: 2 written exams worth 75% of the overall marks.
Internal	This is the report of the student’s experimental study.   At Higher Level it is worth 20%, whilst at Standard Level it is worth 25%.  
